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SUBJECT: JAPANESE POLITICIANS PLAN NATO VISIT 

SUMMARY. FORMER DEFENSE AGENCY DIRGEN RAIZO MATSUNO 
PLANS SUPRA-P ARTISAN DIET MISSION VISIT TO NATO AND 
US BASES IN GERMANY FOR ABOUT TWO WEEKS FROM 
MARCH 15. HE WOULD APPRECIATE INVITATION AND 
FACILITATIVE ASSISTANCE. EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THESE BE 
PROVIDED. END SUMMARY. 

1 . LEADING LEBIERAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY POLITICIAN AND 
FORMER DIRGEN OF JAPAN DEFENSE AGENCY RAIZO MATSUNO, 
TOLD EMBOFF FEBRUARY 25 HE HOPED TO LEAD 3-4 DIET MEMBER 
GROUP TO EUROPE FOR VISIT TO NATO AND, IF POSSIBLE, ONE 
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OR TWO US BASES IN GERMANY. STATED PURPOSE WOULD BE TO 
IMPROVE GROUP'S UNDERSTANDING OF NATO ORGANIZATION AND 
STRATEGY AND ROLE OF TACTICAL NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN WEST’S 
DEFENSE. WE SUSPECT GROUP'S PURPOSE ALSO RELATED TO 
MATSUNO'S OWN DESIRE TO ENCOURAGE JAPANESE TO ACCEPT 
FULLY OWN SELF DEFENSE FORCES AND OVERCOME PERSISTENT 
"NUCLEAR ALLERGY." IT MAY ALSO BE RELATED TO PERCEPTION 
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AMONG SOME JAPANESE THAT US INCREASING CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
NATO AT EXPENSE OF EAST ASIAN COMMITMENTS. 

2. GROUP WOULD CONSIST OF MATSUNO, EIICHI NAGASUE, 

DEFENSE EXPERT OF SECURITY CONSCIOUS DEMOCRATIC 
SOCIALIST PARTY, A MEMBER OF LEFT-MODERATE CLEAN 
GOVERNMENT PARTY AND PERHAPS ONE OTHER YET TO BE CHOSEN. 

3. MATSUNO SAID GROUP PLANNED ABOUT TWO-WEEK STUDY TOUR, 
DEPARTING JAPAN AROUND MARCH 15. HE ASKED, ON BEHALF 

OF GROUP, FOR INVITATION TO VISIT NATO AND FACILITATIVE 
ASSISTANCE DURING VISIT. HE ALSO REQUESTED THAT WE 
RESPOND BY MARCH 3, IF POSSIBLE. 

4. COMMENT. WE BELIEVE VISIT WOULD FIT IN WELL WITH 
OTHER EFFORTS TO ENCOURAGE TRILATERAL APPROACHES TO 
COMMON PROBLEMS AND ENHANCE JAPAN-WESTERN EUROPE 
DIALOGUE. RECOMMEND FAVORABLE RESPONSE TO MATSUNO'S 
REQUEST. COULD USNATO ARRANGE INVITATION AND PROVIDE 
FACILITATIVE ASSISTANCE ALONG LINES OF USG-SPONSORED 
NATO TOURS FOR THIRD COUNTRY POLITICIANS? WE RECOGNIZE 
EXTREMELY SHORT LEAD TIME, BUT VAGARIES OF DIET 

SESSION HAVE PRECLUDED MUCH ADVANCE PLANNING. ACCORDINGLY. 
WOULD MUCH APPRECIATE EVEN PRELIMINARY REACTION AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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